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To My Qriends at Manzanar. at a 


Announcement of the plan to open enlistment for active 
combat service in the United States Army to American citi- 
zens of Japanese ancestry was first made in the meeting of 
Project Directors in San Francisco by Dillon S. Myer, Di- 
rector of War Relocation Authority in Washington. 

"Because I thought this was such good news for all of 
you I was hurrying back to Manzanar from that meeting 
when I was suddenly stricken and taken to the hospital in 
Fresno. I deeply appreciated the many messages from you 
of encouragement and good wishes. Now that I am once 
more at Manzanar, it is still impossible for me to be on active 
duty for a few days, so I must take this way of talking to 
you 


The confusion of thought on the part of so many citizens 
of this country concerning the question of loyalty on your 
part, has now been clarified by this act of the War Depart- 
ment inviting eligible men in the Relocation areas to join 
with other citizens in active war service. 

The best explanation of why every eligible man should 
volunteer was recently given by Captain Mizuha of the 100th 
Infantry, United States Army, which manned its battle sta- 
tions at Pearl Harbor with great courage and distinction. 
The 100th Infantry is entirely made up of Hawaiian-born ` 
Americans of Japanese ancestry. Captain Mizuha said, “Am- 
erica has given me all that I have. I want action. I am fight- 
ing so that my wife and four-year-old daughter in Hawaii 
can live in honor as loyal Americans.” the Captain boiled 
down the entire argument in favor of enlistment; “To live in 
= honor as loyal Americans.” 

Your offer to participate in the American fighting 
_ forces is your badge. of honor, distinction and loyalty for all 
` the years to come. é f 

` The eyes of 130 million people throughout this country 
are on us. Let Manzanar distinguish itself by the prompt, 
enthusiastic and courageous response which its eligible Am- 
erican citizens now make to the call of their Government! . 

Ralph P. Merritt, 
‘ ‘Project Director 

Feb. 12, 1943 


